Prayer Session

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit.
All: Amen.
Leader: "Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light." (Matt 11:28-30)
Let us come into the presence of God and find rest.
(Observe a period of silence, allowing the Lord to give us His peace)
Opening Prayer
Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for all the gifts you have given us, especially your
presence in our lives. Grant us Your grace to be a living example of Your love, by reaching out to
others in need. We pray especially for those who are searching for true happiness so that they may
find peace and comfort knowing that Your will is perfect. And give us the strength and courage to
follow Your will. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Reflective Music
And Now My Lifesong Sings – Casting Crowns
I once was lost, but now I’m found
I once was lost, but now I’m found
So far away, but I’m home now
I once was lost, but now I’m found
And now my lifesong sings
I once was blind, but now I see
I once was blind, but now I see
I don’t know how, but when He touched me
I once was blind, but now I see
And now my lifesong sings
And now my lifesong sings
And now my lifesong sings
I once was dead, but now I live
I once was dead, but now I live
Now my life to You I give
Now my life to You I give
Now my life to You I give
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Let my lifesong sing to You

The Word of God
Reader: The Lord Be With You.
All: And also with You.
A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to John (John 9:1-41)
As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither he nor his parents sinned; it
is so that the works of God might be made visible through him. We have to do the works of the one
who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the
light of the world." When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, and
smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, "Go wash in the Pool of Siloam" (which means Sent).
So he went and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and those who had seen him
earlier as a beggar said, "Isn't this the one who used to sit and beg?"
Some said, "It is," but others said, "No, he just looks like him." He said, "I am." So they said to him,
"(So) how were your eyes opened?" He replied, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my
eyes and told me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' So I went there and washed and was able to see." And
they said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I don't know." They brought the one who was once blind to
the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees
also asked him how he was able to see. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and
now I can see." So some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, because he does not
keep the sabbath." (But) others said, "How can a sinful man do such signs?" And there was a division
among them. So they said to the blind man again, "What do you have to say about him, since he
opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind
and gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one who had gained his sight. They
asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How does he now see?" His parents
answered and said, "We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. We do not know how
he sees now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age; he can speak for him self."
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone acknowledged him as the Messiah, he would be expelled from the synagogue. For this
reason his parents said, "He is of age; question him." So a second time they called the man who had
been blind and said to him, "Give God the praise! We know that this man is a sinner." He replied, "If
he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know is that I was blind and now I see." So they said to
him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"
He answered them, "I told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you want to become his disciples, too?" They ridiculed him and said, "You are that man's disciple; we
are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this one is
from." The man answered and said to them, "This is what is so amazing, that you do not know where
he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout
and does his will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from God, he would not be able to do anything." They answered and
said to him, "You were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?" Then they threw him out.
When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and said, "Do you believe in the Son
of Man?" He answered and said, "Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You
have seen him and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "I do believe, Lord," and he worshiped
him. Then Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see,
and those who do see might become blind." Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this
and said to him, "Surely we are not also blind, are we?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you
would have no sin; but now you are saying, 'We see,' so your sin remains.
The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ
Leader: Openly respond to any question below as it speaks to you:
1. Are there times when we feel like the blind man in the parable, in need of God’s healing?
2. In Matthew Chapter 21, Jesus says, ” Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.”
Are there times that you find yourself lost and unable to pray?
3. When have you faced an impossible task and it turned out bad? It turned out well? Was there
anything that made the difference?

Reflective Music
Bring the Rain - Mercy Me
I can count a million times
People asking me how I
Can praise You with all that I've gone through
The question just amazes me
Can circumstances possibly
Change who I forever am in You
Maybe since my life was changed
Long before these rainy days
It's never really ever crossed my mind
To turn my back on you, oh Lord
My only shelter from the storm
But instead I draw closer through these times
So I pray
Bring me joy, bring me peace
Bring the chance to be free
Bring me anything that brings You glory
And I know there'll be days
When this life brings me pain
But if that's what it takes to praise You
Jesus, bring the rain
I am Yours regardless of
The dark clouds that may loom above
Because You are much greater than my pain
You who made a way for me
By suffering Your destiny
So tell me what's a little rain
So I pray
Holy, holy, holy
Is the Lord God Almighty

Conversational Prayer
1. Jesus is here.

We focus on Jesus and welcome him, audibly and silently, with praise and
adoration.

2. Thank you, Lord.

Thank Jesus for people you care about, calling them by name. Be audible
and brief.

3. Help me, Lord.

Be honest, specific and to the point. Jesus asks, “What do you want me
to do for you? Answer him by praying for yourself (that is, for your
problems, for forgiveness, guidance healing) using the pronoun “I” “my”
and “me.”

4. Help my brother/
sister Lord

Pray for each person by name when you pray.

Closing Blessing
Leader: I pray that the Lord will bless and protect you, and that he will show you mercy and
kindness. May the Lord be good to you and give you peace. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Let’s get into our huddle and pray the words that Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father ……

